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FIGURE 5.6	 Screenshot of Reliability Analysis: Statistics Options in SPSS

FIGURE 5.7	 Reliability Statistics
Devlin (2008).1 We see that the alpha based on these  
10 items (Padua 30–Padua 39) is .822 (see Figure 5.7). 
We also see in Figure 5.8 (labeled “Item-Total Statistics”) 
that the alpha would IMPROVE if we deleted Padua 30. 
The alpha would be .849 without Padua 30 (see Figure 5.8).  
What you would do in this instance is go back in to SPSS, 
take out Padua 30 from your reliability analysis, and 
rerun the reliability analysis. You would then see whether 
any other items could be deleted to improve the alpha (in 
this case, the answer was no).

1The alpha for all 39 items in this dataset is .937; for all 39 items, the alpha cannot be improved by deleting any items. In fact, 
deleting any item would lower that alpha.


